
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By the waters the waters of Babylon  
We lay down and wept and wept for Thee Zion  
We remember we remember we remember Thee Zion… 
 
Soon, we will reach the saddest day of the Jewish Year: Tish B’Av. 
On this day, we remember the following events that, according to the Mishnah 
(Taanit 4:6),  occurred then: 

1. The twelve scouts sent by Moses to observe the land of Canaan returned from their mission. 
Two of the scouts, Joshua and Caleb, brought a positive report, but the others spoke 
disparagingly about the land which caused the Children of Israel to cry, panic and despair of 
ever entering the "Promised Land". For this, they were punished by God that their 
generation would not enter the land. Because of the Israelites' lack of faith, God decreed that 
for all generations this date would become one of crying and misfortune for their 
descendants, the Jewish people. (See Numbers Ch. 13–14)  

2. The First Temple built by King Solomon and the Kingdom of Judah were destroyed by the 
Babylonians led by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BCE and the Judeans were sent into the 
Babylonian exile.  

3. The Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE, scattering the people of Judea 
and commencing the Jewish exile from the Holy Land.  

4. Bar Kokhba's revolt against Rome failed in 135 CE. Simon bar Kokhba was killed, and the 
city of Betar was destroyed.  

5. Following the Roman siege of Jerusalem, the razing of Jerusalem occurred the next year. 
According to the Talmud in tractate Taanit, the destruction of the Second Temple began on 
the ninth and was finally consumed by the flames the next day on the Tenth of Av.  Over 
time, Tisha B'Av has come to be a Jewish day of mourning, not only for these pre-Talmudic 
events, but also for later tragedies. There is a custom of assigning Tisha B'Av as the date on 
which wars affecting Jews began or expulsions and persecutions of Jews occurred, although 
this dating is not always historically accurate.  Irregardless of the exact dates of these events, 
for many Jews, Tisha B'Av is the designated day of morning for them, and these themes are 
reflected in liturgy composed for this day (see below).  – From Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopedia 

Please join us Saturday, August 9, at 8:30 PM on the bima for a special, intimate 
service where we will sit on the floor and read from the Book of Lamentations.  
Contact Mark Cotter at (916) 241-9137 if you wish to attend. 


